This Is What Happened - comprise minimal, theatrical, short stories that are cleverly interwoven to create a show that “packs the power of a worthy novel.”

As a prologue to the evening the actors and the director are on stage having an uncomfortable but earnest exchange about the casting of the programme to follow:

Lets Do Lunch by Gaylene Carbis is about sisters who meet at a cafe to make a time to “do lunch.” This would be easy but their phones keep interrupting their arrangement making. In fact they have three attempts and fail. Three episodes of   “Lets Do Lunch” occur throughout the evening of stories. Each time their meetings are controlled by their phones. “That’s how it is” audiences have said. They recognise life’s modern frustrations.

Fair Weather Friends by Alix Phelan tells us how young people can change over time. Two university friends who house shared 18 years ago meet up. We see them, as one visits the other in her house for lunch. They quickly discover they are not the same people they were at university. One has become a cleanliness freak and invites her visitor to “use the other mat” to wipe her feet because “that one is for leaves and grass”. This woman double rinses her glasses and has the cleaning lady three times a week. This does not impress her ex friend who has developed into a healthy eating fanatic, who can smell fluoride in water. Double rinsing glasses to her means “double the fluoride”......

Shall I Shan’t I? By Gaylene Carbis looks at Internet dating which is a reality of this middle aged woman’s life. She tortures herself with her failed relationships and her future direction. Should she or should she not resubmit her CV on the dating site. She equivocates between wanting to be a complete, independent, modern woman with the need to have a man. She reveals to us her vulnerability and her strength and particularly her inability to make decisions. This monologue is in two parts reflecting the stop start nature of decision making.

This Is What Happened  by Gaylene Carbis ....A moving piece...Two women  are telling us as they sit side by side about a quarrel. Their language is poetic and lyrical as they take us through the argument. The story is calmly told by both of them.  Often one will speak   the words for the other. Because of this symbiosis, audiences have been riveted to the story and its final outcome.

Ghosts of Birthdays Past by Margaret Mackenzie is an adoption story with a poignant ending. At Luna Park a woman arranges to meet her half sister who was adopted out. The mother of both has died. But her ghost observes this meeting. The drama of their getting together is linked by a commentary by the ghost, sometimes in song. This unaccompanied voice adds a haunting level to what is already a bitter sweet story about broken families and their particular individual hurts. They both learn a lot that afternoon.

 The evening is designed to provide an interesting balance between laughter and tears.

